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(57) ABSTRACT

Apparatus and method for recovering data from a multi-
channel input signal, such as but not limited to a readback
signal from a bit patterned medium (BPM) having a plurality
of'subtracks. In accordance with some embodiments, a single
input single output (SISO) equalizer is adapted to generate
equalized outputs responsive to alternating subchannels of
the multi-channel input signal. A detector is adapted to gen-
erate estimates of data symbols represented by the input sig-
nal responsive to the equalized outputs. A switching circuit is
adapted to switch in different equalizer coefficients for use by
the SISO equalizer for each of the alternating subchannels in
the input signal.

19 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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1
TIME-MULTIPLEXED SINGLE INPUT
SINGLE OUTPUT (SISO) DATA RECOVERY
CHANNEL

SUMMARY

Various embodiments of the present disclosure are gener-
ally directed to data recovery processing, such as in the envi-
ronment of a read channel of a data storage device.

In accordance with some embodiments, a single input
single output (SISO) equalizer stage is adapted to generate
equalized outputs responsive to alternating subchannels of a
multi-channel input signal. A detector stage is adapted to
generate estimates of data symbols represented by the input
signal responsive to the equalized outputs. A switching circuit
is adapted to sequentially switch in different equalizer coef-
ficients for use by the SISO equalizer for each of the alternat-
ing subchannels in the input signal.

These and other features and aspects which characterize
various embodiments of the present invention can be under-
stood in view of the following detailed discussion and the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 provides is a functional block representation of a
data recovery system in accordance with some embodiments
of the present disclosure.

FIGS. 2A-2C depict bit patterned media and the placement
of an associated data transducer under different operational
conditions.

FIG. 3 provides a graphical representation of idealized
readback signals that may be obtained from the respective
configurations of FIGS. 2A-2C.

FIG. 4 is ablock diagram for portions of the system of FIG.
1 in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 5 is a functional representation of a training phase
used to generate the coefficients of FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 functionally depicts operation of the circuitry of
FIG. 4.

FIG. 7 functionally depicts operation of the circuitry of
FIG. 6.

FIG. 8 depicts bit-error rate (BER) characteristics of data
recovery in accordance with various embodiments.

FIG. 9 is a flow chart for a DATA RECOVERY routine
illustrative of steps carried out in accordance with some
embodiments.

FIG. 10 illustrates different concentric zones of the data
storage medium of FIG. 1 that may be provided with different
coefficients in accordance with some embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure generally relates to the recovery of
data in an equalizer-target based readback system, such as but
not limited to a data storage device employing rotatable mag-
netic bit patterned media (BPM).

Digital data may be stored and retrieved in a variety of
ways. Bit patterned media (BPM) refers to a type of media
having a sequence of magnetic regions arranged as a series of
dots, or bits, surrounded by non-magnetic material. The bits,
sometimes also referred to as “bit islands,” store data in the
form of magnetic domains.

The magnetization of the bit islands can be established by
a write transducer, which applies a synchronized magnetic
field of variable direction to the islands during a write opera-
tion. The stored data can be subsequently recovered during a
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read operation using a read transducer, which may use a
magneto-resistive (MR) sensor or other mechanism to gener-
ate a readback signal. A data recovery channel can be used to
recover the originally written data sequence from the read-
back signal.

In some forms of BPM, data are written in the form of
tracks on a rotatable disc surface, with each track comprising
a circumferentially extending sequence of bit islands at a
given radius. Each track may be formed of two or more
subtracks of bit islands. The bit islands in the subtracks may
be staggered or angularly aligned.

While operable in achieving relatively high data storage
densities, the use of BPM with subtracks can present a num-
ber of challenges during a data recovery operation. The radial
position of the read transducer relative to the medium can
introduce non-uniform presentation of the bit islands to the
transducer, such as in the case of skew and off-track condi-
tions. This can affect the detected signal strength and the
relative timing of the respective subtracks. Intersymbol inter-
ference (ISI) between adjacent bit islands can further reduce
the ability to discern the magnetization states of the respective
subtrack sequences.

Equalization and Viterbi detection techniques can be useful
in recovering data from complex input channel signals, such
as but not limited to BPM subtrack readback signals. Such
techniques, however, often require relatively complex hard-
ware or software implementations. A multiple input multiple
output (MIMO) detection scheme can be implemented with
each of the multiple inputs processing a separate subchannel
signal in an input signal. MIMO solutions are known to be
optimum in some cases for such environments, but can be
costly to implement from a time and resource standpoint.

Accordingly, various embodiments of the present disclo-
sure are generally directed to an apparatus and method for
recovering data from a multi-channel input signal having a
plurality of alternating subchannels, such as but not limited to
a readback signal from bit patterned media utilizing sub-
tracks. In accordance with some embodiments, a single input
single output (SISO) equalizer is configured to equalize dif-
ferent subchannels of the input signal. An equalizer coeffi-
cient switching circuit repetitively switches in different sets
of equalizer coefficients, each suitable for a different one of
the subchannel streams. In this way, the SISO equalizer is
repetitively time-multiplexed between each of the different
subchannels in the input signal.

In further embodiments, a downstream SISO filter stage
and a parallel SISO target response block can be time-multi-
plexed with respective filter and target coefficients for each of
the different subchannels in the input signal. A detector block
can be used to process the respective outputs of the filter stage
and target to reconstruct the original data stream represented
by the input signal. A timing circuit can be used to detect
timing intervals for the respective subchannels, and to time
the switching of the respective coefficients.

Inthis way, a system with a relatively straightforward SISO
based configuration can be time-multiplexed to achieve
results that approximate or, in some cases, exceed a MIMO
based system, but with significantly reduced hardware and
software complexity.

These and other features and benefits of the present disclo-
sure can be understood from a review of FIG. 1 which pro-
vides a functional block representation of a data recovery
system 100 in accordance with some embodiments. For pur-
poses of providing a concrete example, the system 100 is
contemplated as forming a portion of a data storage device
that employs rotatable magnetic bit patterned media (BPM)
to store user data. The use of BPM is merely illustrative and
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not limiting, as the various aspects of the present disclosure
can be implemented in a variety of environments including
data transmission systems that transmit data via a network
between a transmitter and a receiver.

The system 100 includes a bit patterned medium 102 which
is rotated at a selected rotational velocity during operation by
a spindle motor (not shown). A read transducer 104 is con-
trollably positioned adjacent the medium to transduce a read-
back signal as the transducer 104 passes adjacent one or more
tracks defined on the medium 102.

A preamplifier (preamp) 106 conditions the readback sig-
nal by applying signal normalization and amplification. A
read channel 108 processes the conditioned input signal from
the preamp 106 and recovers data therefrom in the form of
digital data symbols (e.g., 16-byte words, etc.). An error
detection and correction (EDC) circuit 110 applies one or
more types of error detection processing to detect and correct
up to a selected number of errors in the output digital data.

The corrected data are temporarily stored in a buffer
memory 112 pending subsequent transfer of the data to a host
device. It is contemplated, albeit not required, that the opera-
tion of FIG. 1 described above is carried out during a read
operation wherein one or more requested blocks of user data
are retrieved to the host device.

In some other embodiments, bit patterned medium 102
may be designed for a heat assisted magnetic recording
(HAMR) system where transducer 104 includes a laser deliv-
ery mechanism that heats a localized spot on the medium 102
to assist in writing data.

FIGS. 2A-2C depict the patterned medium 102 and the
associated read transducer 104 of FIG. 1 in accordance with
some embodiments. Data are stored in the form of a series of
tracks 114, one of which is shown in each of FIGS. 2A-2C.
Each track is made up of two subtracks 116, 118. The upper
subtracks 116 are denoted as “odd” subtracks and the lower
subtracks 118 are denoted as “even” subtracks. Any number
of subtracks can be used in each track, and the medium can be
configured to have tracks with different respective numbers of
subtracks at different radial locations on the medium.

The respective subtracks are formed from respective
sequences of bit islands 120, each constituting a localized
magnetic region surrounded by a non-magnetic region 122.
Data are written to the tracks 114 by respectively magnetizing
the bit islands 120 so as to have periodically alternating
magnetic domains (directions). While perpendicular record-
ing is contemplated (e.g., the domains extend into our out of
the drawings, respectively), such is merely illustrative and not
limiting.

As shown in FIG. 2A, the read transducer 104 is hydrody-
namically supported adjacent the rotating medium 102 and
has a sensor width (represented by the cross-hatched rectan-
gular area) sufficient to nominally detect the magnetization of
both subtracks 116, 118. In the centered and non-skewed
arrangement of FIG. 2A, readback pulses will be alternatively
detected as each bit island 120 passes adjacent the read trans-
ducer 104 in turn.

FIG. 2B illustrates a skewed relationship between the
transducer 104 and the track 114. The skew arises from a
variety of factors including the use of a rotary actuator that
presents the sensing element of the read transducer 104 at
different respective angles relative to the medium 102 at
different radii. Generally, such skew can be represented by
shifting one of the subtracks (in this case, even subtrack 118)
relative to the remaining one of the subtracks (e.g., odd sub-
track 116) as shown by angular direction 124, which induces
aphase offset between the respective subtracks relative to the
transducer 104.
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Non-zero skew tends to introduce heightened levels of
intersymbol interference (ISI) in the down-track direction.
The ISI is asymmetric about the center of each dot in the odd
subtrack 116; for example, with respect to the bit island (dot)
120A in the odd subtrack 116 over which the transducer 104
is positioned, the ISI is generally increased for the dots in the
even subtrack 118 to the right of dot 120A, and ISI is gener-
ally decreased for the dots in the even subtrack 118 to the left
of dot 120A.

FIG. 2C illustrates an off-track but otherwise centered
relationship between the transducer 104 and the track 114.
The off-track condition results from the transducer having
some amount of positional error in the radial direction, as
depicted by arrow 126. The signal strength of the readback
signals from the odd subtrack 116 will tend to be greater in
magnitude than the signal strength for the odd subtrack 118
due to the differences in relative proximity between the bit
islands 120 and the sensor width. It will be appreciated that
off-track conditions as depicted in FIG. 2C can arise in the
presence of skew as in FIG. 2B. Each of these conditions can
degrade the ability of the system 100 of FIG. 1 to accurately
recover the stored data.

To this end, FIG. 3 provides an idealized depiction of the
types of readback signals 130A-130C that may be obtained
from the respective configurations of FIGS. 2A-2C. Curve
130A generally corresponds to the no-skew, centered condi-
tion of FIG. 2A and includes readback pulses 132A-132D that
respectively occur as the transducer 104 passes adjacent the
bit islands of the subtracks 116, 118. Pulses 132A and 132C
are from the odd subtrack 116 and pulses 132B and 132D are
from the even subtrack 118. It is contemplated, albeit not
required, that at least adjacent pairs of the bit islands will have
the same magnetization, so that a given data “bit” may be
stored across multiple islands. The pulses 132A-132D are
uniformly spaced and have substantially the same pulse mag-
nitudes and other shape characteristics.

Curve 130B corresponds to FIG. 2B and includes pulses
134 A-134D. Because of the phase offset of the subtrack 118
compared to subtrack 116, pulses 134B and 134D from sub-
track 118 are closer in time to pulses 134A and 134C from
subtrack 116. As before, the pulses 134A-134D have similar
shape characteristics.

Curve 130C corresponds to FIG. 2C and includes pulses
136A-136D. Because of the track misregistration (TMR),
pulses 136A and 136C from subtrack 116 are generally
greater in magnitude and pulses 136B and 136D from sub-
track 118 are generally smaller in magnitude.

FIG. 4 provides a detection circuit 140. The circuit 140
may form a portion of the system 100 of FIG. 1 in accordance
with some embodiments. The circuit 140 is adapted to decode
data from complex readback signals such as 130A-130C in
FIG. 3. The circuit 140 can be realized in hardware, software
and/or firmware as required.

The circuit 140 employs a time-sequenced multiplexed
single input single output (SISO) configuration that provides
data dependent noise predictive (DDNP) detection. Various
coefficients for the different stages of the SISO channel are
repetitively switched in for each subtrack at different
instances in time. This greatly enhances the readback charac-
teristics of the channel over a standard SISO implementation,
and in some cases allow the channel to approximate multiple
input multiple output (MIMO) performance where each sub-
track is handled using a different, dedicated channel.

FIG. 4 shows the circuit 140 to include a channel or input
block 142, a time-multiplexed (mux) single input, single out-
put (SISO) equalizer 144, and a detector 146. The detector
146 may include a time-multiplexed data dependent noise
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prediction (DDNP) filter block 148 and a detector back end
150. Block 152, implemented as a switching circuit in some
embodiments, provides equalizer coefficients to the mux
SISO equalizer 144, and block 154 provides filter coefficients
(in some embodiments, DDNP filter coefficients) to the mux
filter. In some embodiments, a timing block 156 provides
timing inputs to the equalizer 144 and the filter 148.

Input multi-channel data samples A(k) are subjected to a
channel response as represented by block 142 to provide
samples Y (k) that may have a white noise component. The
samples Y (k) are evaluated by the mux SISO equalizer 144 to
output equalizer response samples R(k).

The filter block 148 applies data dependent noise predic-
tion (DDNP) filtering to the input samples. The detector back
end 150 uses the output from the filtering to output a pulse
sequence A'(K) that best corresponds to the input samples
supplied to the channel block 142.

The timing circuit 156 provides timing inputs to the respec-
tive equalizer 144 and filter 148 blocks. The timing signals
enable the circuit 140 to successively evaluate the respective
odd and even samples in the input sequence. The equalizer
and filter coefficients blocks 152, 154 may take the form of a
data structure in memory, such as a lookup table, and outputs
multiple sets of coefficients based on the different subchan-
nels in the input signal.

The equalizer coefficients block 152 stores a first set of
equalizer coefficients C,, for “odd” intervals (intervals
wherein samples from the odd subtrack 116 are evaluated)
and a second set of equalizer coefficients C,, for “even”
intervals (intervals wherein samples from the even subtrack
118 are evaluated). Similarly, the filter coefficients block 154
stores coefficients C, and C for odd and even subtracks.
While separate blocks 152, 154 are shown in FIG. 4, it will be
appreciated that the loading of the respective coefficients can
be carried out by a consolidated switching circuit or other
mechanism.

The respective coefficients can be derived in a variety of
ways, including minimum mean square error (MMSE) tech-
niques. A training phase can be applied to enable the coeffi-
cients to be adaptively derived and/or changed over time. The
respective sets of coefficients can be stored in suitable data
structures in memory, such as in the form of a look up table,
for ease of reference and output. It will be appreciated that the
coefficients are alternately switched in continuously in a syn-
chronized fashion during the entirety read signal analysis
event so that the appropriate coefficients are applied to the
respective subtrack signals.

FIG. 5 depicts a training circuit 160 used to establish the
coefficients used by the circuit 140 of FIG. 4 in accordance
with some embodiments. Similar elements from FIG. 4 are
provided with the same reference numerals in FIG. 5. During
the training phase, regular data or special test patterns are
transduced and provided as a multi-channel sequence of
samples A(k) to the channel block 142 as before. The result-
ing samples Y(k) are processed by the mux SISO equalizer
144 and the detector 146 to provide an output A'(k) to a
multiplexed target block 162. The target block 162 uses target
coefficients C,; and C,, for the respective even and odd
subchannels and outputs samples to summing junction 166,
which combines these output samples from the output
samples from the mux SISO equalizer 144 as shown to form
an error sequence E(K).

The error sequence E(K) is input to an adaptation engine
168 which generates the equalizer coefficients for block 152.
Similar techniques can be used to generate the filter and target
coefficients.
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FIG. 6 is a circuit 170 that represents portions of the circuit
140 of FIG. 4 in accordance with some embodiments. The
mux SISO equalizer 144 is a single equalizer with a single
input and single output, but is conceptualized in FIG. 6 as an
even equalizer 144 A and an odd equalizer 144B. The loading
of'the coefficients C serve to configure the equalizer as the
even equalizer 144 A, and the loading of the coefficients C.,
serve to configure the equalizer as the odd equalizer 144B.
The even samples in the input Y (k) signal are processed by the
even equalizer 144A and the odd samples in the input Y(k)
signal are processed by the odd equalizer 144B. The outputs
are multiplexed by a mux 172.

Similarly, the DDNP filter block 148 is a single filter block
but can be conceptualized as an even DDNP filter block 148 A
which evaluates the even subchannel samples in the input
R(k) signal responsive to the loading of the C coefficients,
and an odd DDNP filter block 148B which evaluates the odd
subchannel samples in the input R(k) signal responsive to the
loading ofthe C, coefficients. A second mux 174 depicts the
switching between the respective subchannels. It can be seen
that the respective sets of even and odd coefficients are repeti-
tively switched in at a rate established by the timing circuit
156.

The even and odd equalizers 144 A, 144B can be viewed as
transform block pairs (e.g., HI/H2) which are repetitively
reconfigured for each alternating sample channel (even and
odd). As generally depicted in FIG. 7, for a given input pair of
subtrack intervals, coefficients for the H1 transform are
loaded and used by a transform block 180 during a given odd
interval, followed by the loading into the block 180 of the
coefficients for the H2 transform during the immediately
successive even interval.

The output of the first transform using coefficients H1
(“result 1) generally cannot be retained at the output latch of
the block 180 pending generation of the output of the second
transform (“result 2), since the second transform requires the
loading of the H2 coefficients into the block 180 and a new
calculation using the updated coefficients. A suitable buffer
stage, such as memory 182, 184 can thus be added to tempo-
rarily store the results of the respective transforms performed
by the block 180.

The results can be output from the memory 182, 184 as
required to carry out subsequent processing, such as being
combined by summer block 186 as shown. Similar multiplex-
ing and output buffering can be carried out for each of the
respective transform blocks of the target 172 and filter 174.
Any depth of buffering can be used so that multiple outputs
can be retained and combined, allowing outputs from mul-
tiple intervals to be combined throughout the lattice.

FIG. 8 is a graphical representation of response data
obtained using different types of channel configurations to
evaluate the system as embodied herein. The data are plotted
against a signal to noise ratio, SNR (in dB) x-axis and an
estimated bit error rate (BER) y-axis. It is contemplated that
in each case, a selected percentage of skew was present and
DDNP processing was disabled so as to not mask the charac-
teristic performance differences of the different configura-
tions.

Curve 190 in FIG. 8 represents a traditional SISO imple-
mentation. Curve 192 represents a traditional MIMO imple-
mentation, and curve 194 represents a time-multiplexed
(mux) SISO implementation as disclosed herein. It can be
seen that the mux SISO curve 194 provides significantly
improved performance over the SISO curve 190, and
approaches the performance of the MIMO curve 192. FI1G. 7
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thus demonstrates that near-MIMO levels of performance can
be achieved using significantly less complex SISO-based cir-
cuitry.

FIG. 9 provides a flow chart for a DATA RECOVERY
routine 200 illustrative of steps that may be carried out in
accordance with the foregoing discussion. It will be contem-
plated that the routine 200 is carried out to decode data stored
to the bit patterned medium 102 of FIG. 1 using the circuitry
of FIGS. 4-7, although such is merely illustrative and not
limiting.

Coefficients are first provided for a multiplexed SISO-
based system at step 202. The coefficients can be for all or
portions of the circuit, including just the filter stages, just the
equalizer and target stages, etc. The coefficients can be cal-
culated using a training phase 204, as discussed above in FIG.
5 by evaluating test patterns and using a minimum mean
square error (MMSE) approach. Multiple groups of coeffi-
cient sets can be determined for different environments; for
example, a first group of odd/even coefficient sets can be
generated for a first type of pattern with a first total number of
subtracks (e.g., 2), and a different group of coefficient sets can
be generated for a different, second type of pattern with a
different total number of subtracks (e.g., 3).

As shown in FIG. 10, coefficient sets can further be devel-
oped for different zones of the medium, such as Zones 1-3
depicted therein. A first type of skew and phase offset may be
encountered in the outermost diameter (OD) Zone 1, rela-
tively little to no skew may be present in intermediate Zone 2,
and a second, opposing type of skew and phase offset may be
encountered in an innermost diameter (ID) Zone 3. Instead of
relying of coefficients determined to accommodate such wide
variations in skew and other changes in operational environ-
ment, each zone can be provided with its own grouping of
coefficients which are then switched into the circuit based on
detected transducer position.

Different tracks may be further provided with different
shapes ofthe bit islands; for example, rather than the substan-
tially circular bit patterns 120 depicted in FIGS. 2A-2C, rect-
angular, elongated, continuous, or other shaped bit patterns
may be utilized. Indeed, different filter coefficients may be
switched in to transduce different types of data, such as servo
positional control data versus regular user data. Because of
the switched nature of the system, any number of different
types of combinations of transforms can be carried out that
cannot be readily accomplished by existing systems, includ-
ing fixed MIMO systems.

The routine of FIG. 9 continues at step 206 to detect the
then existing zone of the medium. Other operational condi-
tions such as the amount of skew, phase offset, off-track
misregistration, etc. may also be detected during this step. In
the case of different sets of coefficients being used for differ-
ent track addresses as discussed above in FIG. 9, this data may
be decoded by servo control circuitry, a hardware manager,
etc. detecting the angular and/or radial position of the trans-
ducer relative to the medium.

A readback signal is generated at step 208 and presented to
a readback circuit (such as 140 in FIG. 4) as a multi-channel
sequence. The coefficients from step 202 are successively
applied to the multi-channel sequence at step 210 to decode
the respective even and odd subchannels (or other subchan-
nels within the sequence). The recovered data are thereafter
output at step 212.

It will now be appreciated that the various embodiments
disclosed herein can provide a number of benefits. Near
MIMO-based levels of performance can be obtained using
significantly simpler, less costly SISO-based implementa-
tions. Different groups of coefficient sets can be generated,
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changed, and loaded as required using the same transform
circuitry, thereby enhancing the adaptive nature of the decod-
ing effort. Indeed, it is contemplated that performance
exceeding that of traditional MIMO-based configurations
may be possible in some situations depending on the resolu-
tion applied to the generation of the coefficients.

It is to be understood that even though numerous charac-
teristics and advantages of various embodiments of the
present invention have been set forth in the foregoing descrip-
tion, together with details of the structure and function of
various embodiments of the invention, this detailed descrip-
tion is illustrative only, and changes may be made in detail,
especially in matters of structure and arrangements of parts
within the principles of the present invention to the full extent
indicated by the broad general meaning of the terms wherein
the appended claims are expressed.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising:

a data transducer which generates a multi-channel input
signal with alternating subchannels from adjacent sub-
tracks of a medium;

a single input single output (SISO) equalizer adapted to
generate equalized outputs responsive to the alternating
subchannels;

a detector adapted to generate estimates of data symbols
represented by the input signal responsive to the equal-
ized outputs; and

a switching circuit adapted to switch in different equalizer
coefficients for use by the SISO equalizer for each of the
alternating subchannels in the input signal responsive to
changes in position of the transducer with respect to the
medium.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein alternating first and
second time intervals for the respective subchannels are iden-
tified, a first set of the equalizer coefficients is loaded to the
SISO equalizer during each occurrence of the first time inter-
val, and a different, second set of the equalizer coefficients is
loaded to the SISO equalizer during each occurrence of the
second time interval.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the SISO equalizer
comprises at least one transform block, the transform block
using the first set of equalizer coefficients to generate a trans-
form output during each of the first time intervals for a first
subchannel, the transform block using the second set of
equalizer coefficients to generate a transform output during
each of the second time intervals for a second subchannel.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a SISO
target response block adapted to generate target outputs
responsive to the alternating subchannels of the input signal,
the switching circuit further adapted to sequentially switch in
different target coefficients for use by the SISO target
response block for each of the alternating subchannels.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a SISO
filter adapted to filter the output of the SISO equalizer, the
switching circuit further adapted to sequentially switch in
different filter coefficients for use by the SISO filter for each
of' the alternating subchannels.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the detector stage is
characterized as a Viterbi decoder.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each of the subtracks
is formed by a series of bit islands comprising localized
regions of magnetic material.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a first set of coeffi-
cients is loaded to the SISO equalizer responsive to the data
transducer being positioned at a first radius of the medium,
and wherein a different, second set of coefficients is loaded to
the equalizer responsive to the data transducer being posi-
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tioned at a different, second radius of the medium, the second
set of coefficients overwriting the first set of coefficients.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a timing
circuit which detects an amount of phase offset between the
subchannels and generates timing inputs to the SISO equal-
izer so that a first set of coefficients is used during a first
subchannel interval and a different, second set of coefficients
is used during a second subchannel interval.

10. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a memory
which stores the equalizer coefficients in the form of a look up
table, each of the coefficients loaded by the switching circuit
replacing a previously loaded set in the equalizer.

11. An apparatus comprising:

a data transducer which generates a multi-channel input
signal with alternating subchannels from adjacent sub-
tracks of a bit patterned medium (BPM);

a single input single output (SISO) equalizer configured to
receive the input signal;

a detector coupled to an output of the SISO equalizer
configured to output data represented by the input sig-
nal; and

a switching circuit configured to, responsive to detected
timing intervals associated with different subchannels of
the multi-input input signal transduced by the transducer
from different subtracks of the BPM, repetitively switch
in sets of equalizer coefficients to the SISO equalizer and
sets of filter coefficients to the detector so that a first
combination of the equalizer coefficients and filter coef-
ficients are utilized during a first subchannel timing
interval and a different, second combination of the
equalizer coefficients and filter coefficients are utilized
during a different, second subchannel timing interval,
the respective first and second subchannel timing inter-
vals selected responsive to different amounts of skew of
the transducer relative to the BPM.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, further comprising a SISO
target connected to the SISO equalizer and the detector, the
switching circuit further switching in a set of target coeffi-
cients to the SISO target during a training phase used to
generate the equalizer coefficients and the filter coefficients.

13. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the detector com-
prises a data dependent noise prediction (DDNP) filter stage
and a detection back end.

14. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the BPM is divided
into a plurality of concentric zones of tracks, the first sub-
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channel timing interval associated with a first zone of the
plurality and the second subchannel timing interval associ-
ated with a second zone of the plurality.

15. The method of claim 11, wherein the rotatable medium
is characterized as a combined bit patterned medium and heat
assisted magnetic recording (HAMR) medium.

16. A method comprising:

generating multiple sets of coefficients for a single input

single output (SISO) equalizer coupled to a SISO target
response block and a SISO filter stage;

using a data transducer to read subtracks on a rotatable

medium,;

presenting a multi-channel input signal to the SISO equal-

izer from the transducer;

detecting repetitively occurring, alternating first and dif-

ferent, second timing intervals associated with different
subchannels of the input signal associated with different
subtracks;

during each first timing interval based on a first radial

position of the transducer, using a first set of equalizer
coefficients in the SISO equalizer to generate an equal-
ized output responsive to a first subchannel in the input
signal; and

during each different, second timing interval based on a

second radial position of the transducer, using a second
set of equalizer coefficients in the SISO equalizer to
generate an equalized output responsive to a second
subchannel in the input signal, each subsequently loaded
set of equalizer coefficients replacing a previously
loaded set of the equalizer coefficients.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the input signal is
generated by the read transducer reading a data track of the
rotatable medium, the track comprising a plurality of sub-
tracks.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein each of the subtracks
is formed by a series of bit islands comprising localized
regions of magnetic material surrounded by a region of non-
magnetic material.

19. The method of claim 17, further comprising dividing
the rotatable medium into a plurality of concentric zones,
generating a different set of equalizer coefficients for each
zone, detecting a selected zone on the medium over which the
transducer is disposed, and loading the set of equalizer coef-
ficients associated with the selected zone.
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